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Phase 1 of the Mallory Family Research Project took place at the National Archives in Kew, Greater London.   Several interesting documents were located, including numerous court proceedings, debt records, and declaration of accounts.  However, documents of most relevance to Phase 1 were Inquisitions Post Mortem.  
Inquisitions Post Mortem are typically medieval inquiries (written between 1240 and 1660) undertaken following the death of a feudal tenant-in-chief (a lord who held land directly from the king) to establish who should take possession of his lands and estates.  Such inquisitions were only undertaken for those known to have held lands of the crown, and as such, they firstly indicate the Mallory family’s considerable wealth and high social standing.

Inquisitions Post Mortem are amongst the most genealogically-friendly of documents as they provide not only a date of death and a list of the possessions of the deceased, but also, and most importantly, the names, relationships, and ages of all his heirs.  If the heir was of age (over 21 for an heir, over 14 for an heiress), an estimated age is given; if the heir or heiress was a minor (or deemed a ‘lunatic’) further enquiries are undertaken.  Inquisitions Post Mortem may also contain extracts from a will or enfeoffment. Thus they provide exciting digging grounds for the genealogist, especially in Phase 1 of the research. 
Numerous Inquisitions Post Mortem were found for William Mallory (d. 1547)
, William Mallory (d. 1603)
, Jane Mallory (1547 - 8)
, Christopher Mallory (d. 1554 – 5)
, George Gale (d. 1556 – 7)
, John Mallory (d. 1528 – 9)
, John Mallory (d. 1621 – 2)
.  Unfortunately, due to the considerable age of these documents, most were found to be severely damaged, sadly rendering them illegible
.  However, two key documents were fortunately decipherable: Inquisitions Post Mortem of Sir William Mallory (d. 1547)
 and Inquisitions Post Mortem of his son, Sir William Mallory (d. 1603)
.  Both are written in medieval Latin, a complicated blend of Medieval French and Latin, and jotted in an informal chancery hand by a hasty scribe, as legal documents often were, making them challenging to interpret.
The Inquisition Post Mortem of Sir William Mallory is dated of ‘xxiiii die September’ (24th September) in the first year of the reign of ‘Edward sexti’ (1547), confirming that Sir William Mallory died not long before.  The document states it is the ‘post mortem Willi[am] Malore Militis (Knight)’ and then list of lands and estates in ‘Studley’, ‘Grantley and Wynkesley’ and later ‘Northallerton’, ‘Rippon’ and ‘Nunwyke’ (now Nunwick), all in North Yorkshire.  Nunwick is located very near to Norton-Conyers, the birthplace of Sir John Norton, Sir William Mallory’s father-in-law.  As these towns were named after the large families of the area, it may be interesting to trace the relationship (possibility through marriage) between the Mallory, Norton, and Nunwyke families.  The name of ‘Anne Malore’ is then mentioned in the Inquisition, though the surrounding words are heavily abbreviated making it difficult to decipher her precise relationship with the words that follow her name: ‘Malore Militis defunct’ (Mallory, Knight, the deceased).  It is likely that she was his daughter.  The name of ‘Will Malore’ is also repeatedly noted, followed by the word ‘fil’, confirming that he was the son of Sir William Mallory.  The date of Sir William’s death is not stated until the penultimate line of the Inquisition:  ‘Will Malorye…obiit xxvii die Aprilis’ (died on the 27th day of April) in the first year of the reign of Edward VI (1547).  The document also confirms that ‘Cristofore Malorye’ was named ‘fil et heres’ (son and heir) of Sir William Mallory, at the age of ‘xxii’. This indicates that Christopher Mallory was born in 1525.  
The second legible document, Inquisitions Post Mortem of Sir William Mallory (d. 1603), is dated ‘xxi die Maij’, 21st May, in the first year of the reign of ‘Jacobus’, James I of England, and James VI of Scotland (1603), confirming this as the year of Sir William’s death.  The names of ‘John Mallory’ and ‘Elizabeth’ are mentioned, followed by ‘patris’ (father) indicating that William Mallory was the father of the two.  Interestingly, the main document is signed by four names, one of which is clearly Bethell. Though the initial is difficult to make out, it is likely that this is Hugh Bethell, the spouse of Sir William’s daughter, Ann Mallory.   First part of the inquisition (at the top of the page) has written the word ‘Conyers’: if this is a signature, it may be that of Sir William’s brother-in-law, John Conyers (married to Margaret Mallory); if not a signature, this indicates the place where the inquisition was held.  
The hunt in the National Archives also uncovered the will of Phillip Mallory
 (d. 1661), the youngest son of Rev. Thomas Mallory and Elizabeth Vaughn.  It clearly states its date as the ‘three and twentieth day of July Anno Domini One Thousand Six Hundred Sixtie One’.  The will makes reference to several of Phillip Mallory’s relations: his ‘nephew John Witty’, his ‘nephew Roger Mallory’, ‘Miss Elizabeth Mallory’, with whom no relationship is stated, ‘Thomas Mallory my brother’, ‘my nephew Thomas Hamford’ (surname unclear), ‘my sister Twikes (surname unclear) and my sister Lepinton’, ‘Isabell Wittie’, ‘Anna Hobson’ (with whom a relationship is stated but is difficult to deciper – possibly ‘neese’), ‘my neese FFraunce Pidgson’ (surname unclear), ‘Richard Mallory’, to whom no relation is given, and his ‘cozen William Mallory’.  
The National Archives still holds several interesting documents for investigation which time limitations did not allow during Phase 1.  Documents have been located for the families related to the Mallorys by marriage and do require careful study.  These are Inquisitions Post Mortem of Sir Richard Stapleton (spouse: Elizabeth Gale) 
, Hugh Bethell (spouse: Ann Mallory)
, Thomas Lascells (spouse: Jane Mallory)
, Robert Doleman (spouse: Eleanor Mallory)
, Edward Copley (spouse: Dorothy Mallory)
, John Legard (spouse: Elizabeth Mallory)
, John Rokeby (spouse: Dorothy Gale)
, Thomas Fairfax (spouse: Dorothy Gale)
, Francis Gale
, Christopher Clapham (spouse: Anne Gale)
, John Holford (spouse: Jane Mallory)
, and John Conyers (spouse: Margaret Mallory)
.
Several documents of interest were also located in Yorkshire and Leeds, including, and most importantly, wills.  Numerous property deeds and documents regarding estates, inventories, household and personal accounts are also held in Yorkshire and Leeds
.  Numerous records of tithe, libel cases also exist for Rev. Thomas Mallory in Chester
.  One notably interesting document is the order ‘reciting that Christopher Mallory, son of Sir William Mallory, one of the Council in the North, was murdered as he was returning from Ireland where he had been attending his father’
 which would make particularly exciting material for investigation during Phase 2.
� Inquisitions Post Mortem, Series II, 1 Edw. VI: Mallory, William, Knight: York, National Archives Ref: E150/243/17 (illegible).


Court of Wards and Liveries: Inquisitions Post Mortem, 1 Edw. VI: Mallory, William, Knight: York, National Archives Ref: WARD 7/3/23.


� Inquisitions Post Mortem, Series II, 1 James I: Mallory, William, Knight: York, National Archives Ref: C142/281/17.


� Court of Wards and Liveries: Inquisitions Post Mortem, 1 Edw. VI: Mallory, Jane: York, National Archives Ref: WARD 7/3/1 (damaged and illegible).


Inquisitions Post Mortem, Series II, 1 Edw. VI: Mallory, Jane: York, National Archives Ref: E150/243/8 (illegible).


� Inquisitions Post Mortem, Series II, 1 & 2 Phil & Mary, Mallory, Christopher: York, National Archives Ref: E150/246B/1&8 (damaged and illegible).


Inquisitions Post Mortem, Series II, 2 & 3 Ph. & M., Mallory, Christopher: York, National Archives Ref: C142/105/47 (not orderable).


Inquisitions Post Mortem, Series II, 1 & 2 Phil & Mary, Mallory, Christopher: York, National Archives Ref: C142/102/59 (not orderable).


Inquisitions Post Mortem, Series II, 1 Mary, Mallory, Christopher: York, National Archives Ref: E150/248/2 (not orderable).


Inquisitions Post Mortem, Series II, 1 Mary, Mallory, Christopher: York, National Archives Ref: C142/100/42 (not orderable).


� Inquisitions Post Mortem, Series II, 3 & 4 Ph. & M., Gale, George: York, National Archives Ref: C142/109/52&59 (illegible).


Inquisitions Post Mortem, Series II, 3 & 4 Ph. & M., Gale, George: York, National Archives Ref: E150/277/1 (not orderable).


� Inquisitions Post Mortem, Series II, 20 Hen. VIII., Mallory, John, knight: York, National Archives Ref: C142/47/27 (not orderable).


Inquisitions Post Mortem, Series II, 20 Hen. VIII., Mallory, John, knight: York, National Archives Ref: E150/230/4 (not orderable).


� Inquisitions Post Mortem, Series II, 19 James I., Mallory, John, knight: York, National Archives Ref: C142/708/102 (not orderable).


� In the case of George Gale, John Mallory (d. 1528 – 9), John Mallory (d. 1621 – 2), and Christopher Mallory, the documents were simply ‘not orderable’.  


� Court of Wards and Liveries: Inquisitions Post Mortem, 1 Edw. VI: Mallory, William, Knight: York, National Archives Ref: WARD 7/3/23.


� Inquisitions Post Mortem, Series II, 1 James I: Mallory, William, Knight: York, National Archives Ref: C142/281/17.


� Will of Phillip Mallory, Clerk of London, 1661, Prerogative Court of Canterbury and related Probate Jurisdictions: Will Registers, May Quire Numbers: 104 – 157,  National Archives Ref: PROB 11/305.


� National Archives Ref: C142/113/35.


� National Archives Ref: C142/321/97 and WARD 7/36/226.


� National Archives Ref: C142/413/120.


� National Archives Ref: C142/453/92 and WARD 7/78/72.


� National Archives Ref: C142/344/78.


� National Archives Ref: C 142/774/6, WARD 7/91/26, WARD 7/98/15.


� National Archives Ref: C142/98/10, C142/95/69, C142/56/100 (proof of age), E150/246A/5 and 21, WARD 7/6/32.


� National Archives Ref: C142/261/26, C142/263/15 (1).


� National Archives Ref: C142/134/198 & 224, E150/279/1.


� National Archives Ref: C142/63/26 and E150/239/7.


� National Archives Ref: C142/289/89, WARD 7/90/11, WARD 7/65/26.


� National Archives Ref: C142/185/73, E150/266/75, WARD 7/1/21.


� West Yorkshire Archive Service:


Leeds: WYl1484, WYl150, Vyner Of Studley Royal, Family and Estate Archive WYl150 54, 


Yorkshire Archaeological Society: L. Bradfer-Lawrence Collection MD335/13/1.


� Cheshire and Chester Archives and Local Studies Service: Thomas Mallorie Dean of Chester.


� Sheffield Archives Ref: BFM/2/276.





